
 
For Immediate Release 

 

 
Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture presents 

Sophie Calle Missing curated by Ars Citizen 
June 29–August 20, 2017 

 
SAN FRANCISCO—Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture is pleased to present Sophie Calle 
Missing curated by Ars Citizen. Exhibited in site-responsive installations across the historic and 
scenic campus of Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture, Missing is a thoughtful survey of the 
artist’s most prominent works, each exploring intimate moments.  Sophie Calle Missing will be 
open and free to the public from June 29 through August 20, 2017.  Missing gathers for the first 
time in the United States four of Calle’s most significant projects. 
 
Missing takes a comprehensive approach to Calle’s work and recurring exploration, reflecting on 
absence and its relationship with a number of other universal themes she addresses: 
disappearance, rupture, abandonment, loss. The exhibition will be presented in four venues 
across the waterfront campus, each carefully selected to complement Calle’s work. 
 
“In content and form, Missing engages with both the landscape and architecture of Fort Mason 
Center for Arts & Culture,” says Rich Hillis, the organization’s executive director.  
 
Evelyne Jouanno, curator and director of Ars Citizen, adds, “We are immensely thrilled to bring 
Sophie Calle to San Francisco for this exceptional project. She is a major artist in contemporary 
art, and we are starting a new chapter in her special relationship with the Bay Area, where her 
legendary career began almost 40 years ago. Calle’s work continues to be extremely impactful. 
Especially today, when, in the midst of rapid change and global crisis, our search for meaning 
and permanence has never been so obvious.”    
 

 
Sophie Calle, Voir la mer (detail), 2011 

© Sophie Calle / ADAGP, Paris, 2017; courtesy Paula Cooper Gallery, Fraenkel Gallery, and Galerie Perrotin 
 

 



 
 

 

Missing coincides with the Sophie Calle exhibition My mother, my cat, my father, in that order, to 
be presented at the FraenkelLab, June 23-August 26.  Missing will feature four of Sophie Calle’s 
projects, described here by the artist herself: 
 
Rachel Monique, 2007-2014 
Location: Historic Chapel 
“She was successively called Rachel, Monique, Szyndler, Calle, Pagliero, Gonthier, Sindler.  My 
mother liked to be the object of discussion. Her life did not appear in my work, and that annoyed 
her. When I set up my camera at the foot of the bed where she was dying – I wanted to be 
present to hear her last words, and was afraid that she would pass away in my absence – she 
exclaimed, ‘At Last!’” 
 
Take Care of Yourself, 2004-2007 
Location: Gallery 308 
“I received an email telling me it was over.  I didn’t know how to respond.   It was almost as if it 
hadn’t been meant for me. It ended with the words: ‘Take care of yourself.’  And so I did. I asked 
107 women, chosen for their profession or skills, to interpret this letter.  To analyze it, comment 
on it, dance it, sing it. Dissect it. Exhaust it. Understand it for me. Answer for me. It was a way of 
taking the time to break up. A way to taking care of myself.” 
 
The Last Image, 2010 
Location: the Firehouse 
“I went to Istanbul. I spoke to blind people, most of whom had lost their sight suddenly. I asked 
them to describe the last thing they saw.” 
 

Voir la mer, 2011 
Location: the Firehouse 
“In Istanbul, a city surrounded by the sea, I met people who had never seen it.   I filmed their first 
time.  I took them to the Black Sea. They came to the water's edge, separately, eyes lowered, closed 
or masked.  I was behind them. I asked them to look out to the sea and then to turn back towards me 
to show me these eyes that had just seen the sea for the first time.”  
Director of photography: Caroline Champetier 

 
Generous support for Missing is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, Grants for 
the Arts, Carla Emil and Rich Silverstein, Fraenkel Gallery, Paula Cooper Gallery, Galerie 
Perrotin and the Consulate General of France in San Francisco. 

 
Artist Talk and Opening Reception: 
Wednesday, June 28 
Cowell Theater, Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture 
56 p.m. Artist talk 
68 p.m. Preview and Opening Reception 
Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture presents an evening of conversation with Sophie Calle 
introduced by Evelyne Jouanno, Curator and Director of Ars Citizen.   
For complimentary tickets and more information, please visit fortmason.org/missing. 



 
 

 

 

Exhibition Tickets: 
Tickets are complimentary and can be reserved by the public at fortmason.org/missing.  The 
exhibition will be on view June 29 through August 20, 2017. WednesdaySaturday, noon8 
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.5 p.m. Closed MondayTuesday. 
 
Due to anticipated demand, visitors are encouraged to reserve tickets in advance. A limited 
number of same-day tickets will be available to visitors throughout the exhibition. For more 
information, please contact boxoffice@fortmason.org.  
 

Exhibition Organization: 
Presented by Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture  
Curated by Ars Citizen 
Produced by Arter, Paris 
 
Related Programming: 
In concert with the exhibition, Ars Citizen is curating parallel programs in partnership with 
leading San Francisco Bay Area cultural institutions. 
For more information, please visit arscitizen.org/missing.html 
 
Film Screening and Q&A with Sophie Calle 
Thursday, June 22, 7 p.m. 
BAMPFA, 2155 Center St., Berkeley 
The University of California, Berkeley, Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAMPFA) presents 
screenings of Calle’s No Sex Last Night (1996) and Untitled (2012), followed by a Q&A with 
Calle and BAMPFA director Larry Rinder. 
For tickets and more information, please visit fortmason.org/missing/bampfa. 
 
SOPHIE CALLE: My mother, my cat, my father, in that order 
Friday, June 23August 26 
FraenkelLab, 1632 Market St., San Francisco 
Opening reception: Friday, June 23, 5:307:30 p.m.  
For more information, please visit fortmason.org/missing/fraenkel. 
 
Book Signing with Sophie Calle 
Sunday, June 25, 68 p.m. 
City Lights Books, 261 Columbus Ave., San Francisco 
Join Calle for an intimate event at the acclaimed bookseller. 
For more information, please visitfortmason.org/missing/citylights. 
  
Film Screening 
Monday, July 3rd, 6:30 p.m. 
Roxie Theatre, 3117 16th St., San Francisco 
The Roxie presents a trilogy of Calle films: No Sex Last Night (1996), Untitled 
(2012), and Contacts (1997). 
For tickets and more information, please visit fortmason.org/missing/roxie. 
 
Sophie Calle: 
A Paris-born conceptual artist, Calle (b. 1953) has exhibited extensively around the globe since 
the late 1970s. For almost four decades, she has merged image and text to create a narrative 



 
 

 

approach that eliminates the borders between intimate and public, fact and fiction, and art and 
life. Highly autobiographical, her explorations frequently embrace the universal and challenging 
concept of absence. Her projects are characterized by a vast system of echoes and internal 
references, allowing them to read as connected chapters of a single work.  
 
Calle’s work has been featured at leading international museums, including the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum. A retrospective of her work 
premiered at the Centre George Pompidou in Paris in 2003 and toured to museums in Berlin 
and Dublin. In 2007 she was the official representative of France at the 52nd Venice Biennale. 
Additionally, she received the 2010 Hasselblad Foundation International Award in Photography 
and the 2017 ICP Infinity Award. She lives and works in Malakoff, France. 
 
Calle and the San Francisco Bay Area: 
Though a French national, Calle has long had a close relationship with the Bay Area and has 
spent intervals living in the nearby coastal town of Bolinas. In the late 1970s, after several years 
wandering the world looking for meaning in her life, chance led her to the house of a 
photographer in the small community of intellectuals and artists north of San Francisco. Calle’s 
photographs of tombstones in the town cemetery spearheaded her artistic career. 
 
Since the 1980s, Calle’s work has been widely exhibited in California galleries and museums, 
and she has successfully created site-related projects such as Los Angeles (1984), No Sex Last 
Night (1992), and Journey to California (2003). More recently, she acquired a burial plot in the 
Bolinas graveyard where she took her first photographs. 
 
Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture: 
A national pioneer in the adaptive reuse of decommissioned military and industrial installations, 
Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture has long been host to a lively mix of arts, educational, and 
cultural programming. Each year Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture provides more than $2.5 
million in support to local arts organizations, empowering artists to produce diverse and 
innovative artworks at its historic waterfront campus. With a nearly four-decade history as an 
arts and culture destination, Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture is now focused on 
reinvigorating its programming and amenities to better engage the evolving and dynamic Bay 
Area creative community. Central to this new vision is the commissioning and presentation of 
adventurous and unconventional artworks best realized in nontraditional or historic settings.   
 
Visit fortmason.org for more information. 
 
Ars Citizen: 
Ars Citizen is an independent art-commissioning and curatorial platform committed to advancing 
production and diffusion of contemporary art and ideas. Founded and operating in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, a center of global influence, Ars Citizen brings the excellence of major 
international contemporary artists to local leaders of culture, education, and innovation. It aims 
to commission, produce, and promote some of the most significant works of our time, while 
generating thoughtfully conceived related programming, including exhibitions, lectures, debates, 
workshops, publications, and archives. Ars Citizen values long-term commitment, networking 
synergy, and global dialogue, and it seeks to bring to light the complexity and pressing 
challenges of the contemporary art world. 
 
Ars Citizen is a nonprofit organization founded in San Francisco by the French curator Evelyne 
Jouanno, who has been working with the global contemporary art community for the last 20 



 
 

 

years. Ars Citizen is co-run with Jeanne Barral and Marie Martraire, and is supported by an 
international advisory board composed of experts in the wide range of contemporary culture.  
 
Visit arscitizen.org for more information. 
 
Media Contacts: 
Fort Mason Center for Arts & Culture 
Nick Kinsey, Director of External Affairs, nick@fortmason.org, +1 415-345-7530 
 
Ars Citizen 
JiaJing Liu, Media Officer, contact@arscitizen.org, +1 718-813-9869 
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